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Relative humidity should also be controlled, but not nearly as narrowly
as temperature for many mammals; the acceptable range of relative humid-
ity is considered to be 30% to 70% for most mammalian species. Micro-

TABLE 3.1 Recommended Dry-Bulb Macroenvironmental Temperatures
for Common Laboratory Animals

Dry-Bulb Temperature

Animal °C °F

Mouse, rat, hamster, gerbil, guinea pig? 20-26 68-79

Nalli 1 20 £1 T2
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Provision of 10 to 15 fresh air changes per hour in animal housing
rooms is an acceptable guideline to maintain macroenvironmental air qual-
ity by constant volume systems and may also ensure microenvironmental
air quality. Although this range is effective in many animal housing settings,
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